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Project: Avebury St, 2000-2008 
 
Architect / designer / maker: Cathy Smith and Matthew Dixon, with contributions by William McMahon and Felix 
McDonald. 
 
Brief: architectural maintenance, renovations and installations at inner-city residence 
 
Address: West End, Brisbane, Australia 
 
Description: 
This collaborative project evolved over nearly a decade as an experiment in DIY architecture and architectural 
maintenance. Although the resident-designers have professional qualifications in design, the project did not 
adhere to the conventions of building procurement associated with professional, commercial design practice. 
Instead of developing the design through drawings prior to building construction and occupation, the project 
evolved on site through the blurring of designing, making and inhabitation. The roles of builder, building inhabitant 
and designer were interchangeable, so that neighbors, friends and visitors could contribute design ideas and 
labor. Building qualities were altered through acts of building maintenance, interior decoration, and garden 
maintenance, rather than substantial structural alteration. Due to the evolutionary nature of the work, projects 
were sometimes discarded or demolished as life circumstances changed. Work was also improvised on site using 
found, recycled and repurposed materials. Other than rough sketches, most of the drawings, including plans and 
sections were produced after significant projects were completed, to document the project at a particular moment 
in time. The project became a case study within Cathy Smith’s research masters’ thesis. 
 
 
Front gate courtyard, Avebury St 
Source: Graham Meltzer photographer. 
 
 
 
Section, site plan, and photomontage, @2008, 
Avebury St. 
Source: Cathy Smith. 
 
 
 
   
Photomontages 
Source: Cathy Smith. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Due to the improvisational nature of the project and the reliance on salvaged materials, the finished project 
quality varies significantly within the house and garden. Particular attention was paid to the stair details due to the 
generosity of friend and furniture maker / designer, William McMahon. The stair was inspired by Alvar Aalto’s 
infamous stair in the Villa Mairea house. The Avebury St stair was made almost entirely of scavenged materials 
including; a recycled lift door from the Nestle Chocolate Factory , Fortitude Valley; copper plumbing pipe; tie-
down fixings; broomstick dowels; and recycled hardwood treads and risers form the demolished Milton Tennis 
Centre, Brisbane. William’s plumber friend welded the copper piping to form the handrail. The screen to the loft 
was also made of reclaimed timber sourced from the Avebury St residence. The original timber VJ ceiling had 
been damaged and concealed by previous building occupants, and was cut into battens which were fixed to the 
bearer and rafters using eye-bolts. The bathroom floor was made with help from William and Felix Macdonald 
using boat decking technology and off-cut timber otherwise destined for landfill. 6mm thick teak timber strips were 
glued to a waterproof membrane painted onto waterproof chipboard sheeting, which was fixed to the timber floor 
structure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Stair and bathroom images  
Source: Graham Meltzer photographer and Cathy Smith. 
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University of Technology, 51-59.  
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Technology, 93-102.  
• Smith, C. (2003), ‘Between-ness: Theory and Practice within the Margins of Excess’, in IDEA Journal 2003: 
Between Excess and Austerity, Volume 1, issue 4, Brisbane: Queensland University of Technology, 131-144. 
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Living room and loft, Avebury St. 
Source: Graham Meltzer photographer. 
 
   
Dining space and book wall. 
Source: Graham Meltzer photographer. 
 
Photo montages & photo 
Source: Cathy Smith. 
 
 
